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development and severely inhibits his 
intellectual development. In addition 
to that, it is likely he will never speak. 

But through his challenges, he is 
such an inspiration to everyone he 
meets. We do not know what Teddy’s 
ultimate impact on the world will be, 
but we know it, and those of these 
other children, will be great. 

My wife, Kathy and I, are so humbled 
by the support of our family and 
friends, including my staff, who, in all 
of our offices today, are wearing blue 
to recognize International 15q Day for 
Teddy, his fellow angels, and all those 
affected by these disorders. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage 
all Americans to learn more about 
these disorders by visiting 
www.angelman.org. 
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OBAMACARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I 
won’t take long. 

I got this email from a constituent 
that, on Tuesday of last week, my 89- 
year old mother-in-law fell and broke 
her hip. Her doctor gave her only a 50 
percent chance of survival, but survive 
she did. He, the doctor, stated after the 
operation that she was lucky that it 
happened now, because ‘‘in 2 weeks I 
could not have performed the same pro-
cedure because it is not an approved 
procedure under the new rules. It’s too 
expensive.’’ 

We all wondered what her chances of 
survival would have been under Dr. 
Obama. That is from Jay, in my dis-
trict. 

There are all kinds of terrible things 
that are happening as a result of the 
passage of ObamaCare. I voted ‘‘yes’’ 
on the bill today. Apparently, the Sen-
ate is not going to take it up. It just 
said if the insurance companies could 
allow them to continue on their poli-
cies without making it illegal, as 
ObamaCare does, to keep those poli-
cies. 

We have numerous proposals. Any-
body that says Republicans don’t have 
any solutions, we have got numerous 
solutions. I filed a bill that would have 
been a better, far better bill to 
ObamaCare back before ObamaCare 
passed. CBO wouldn’t score it. They 
helped the Democrats all they could, 
but especially after the director was 
woodshedded at the White House. 

There are many solutions, and one 
solution now would be to allow insur-
ance policies that have been approved 
for this year by State commissioners, 
let them go on, like those that are on 
the Federal, State, or local cafeteria 
plans for Federal, State or local work-
ers. 

There are many things we can do to 
have a bridge to get us through the 
next year if we can just repeal 

ObamaCare. It did not look like a pos-
sibility a few months ago but, as Amer-
icans are finding out more and more 
about the disaster of this government 
taking over everyone’s health care, 
they are finding, gee, maybe it 
wouldn’t be such a bad idea, as we had 
30-plus Democrats, in a bipartisan vote 
today, express, gee, maybe we should 
have allowed people to keep their in-
surance if they wanted it. 

One article today from FOX News, 
‘‘Obama’s Insurance Plan ‘Fix’ Stirs 
Confusion, Ridicule At the State 
Level,’’ points out what a disaster it is. 
The President’s even adding to the 
problems by unilaterally passing a new 
law, as he has done repeatedly. Nor-
mally it is reserved only to monarchs, 
kings, emperors, those kind of things, 
to step up and say, I am changing the 
law. 

He has done it with regard to immi-
gration. He has done it with regard to 
ObamaCare. He ignores parts of laws or 
laws he doesn’t like, and that has also 
been done at the Department of Jus-
tice. 

b 1430 

Here is a headline, CNN: ObamaCare 
Enrollment Numbers ‘‘Complete Dis-
aster.’’ And we are finding out that 
26,000-or-so signed up and bought insur-
ance when they needed 500,000. 

Here is one from McClatchy: ‘‘Roiling 
Health Care Waters, Obama’s Fix Could 
Make Matters Worse,’’ by Anita Kumar 
and Lesley Clark. 

From The Weekly Standard, Daniel 
Halper: ‘‘Fairy Tale’’ Continues As 
Obama Proposes Extralegal ObamaCare 
Fix. It is unconstitutional. 

And by the way, Madam Speaker, it 
seems like those who had the President 
for constitutional law are probably en-
titled to file a class action, wanting 
their money back. Because, clearly, the 
President is not familiar with the fact 
that the executive branch just can’t 
announce or change laws as they wish 
without getting Congress’ approval. 

Here is another, ObamaCare Archi-
tect: ‘‘Could Be the Beginning of a 
Death Spiral’’ from Today by Daniel 
Halper. In fact, it quotes the architect 
of ObamaCare being interviewed by 
Megyn Kelly. She asked, ‘‘Is that the 
beginning of the so-called death spi-
ral?’’ And he said ‘‘That could be the 
beginning of a death spiral,’’ as people 
did not sign up for ObamaCare like 
they needed to. 

And then one from Human Events: 
There is No ‘‘Fix’’ for ObamaCare. And, 
Madam Speaker, I think that is the 
bottom line here. We have got to repeal 
ObamaCare. People are already being 
dramatically, adversely affected. It has 
changed the 40-hour workweek. It has 
changed people’s ability to have their 
own decisions about their own health 
care. 

We need to move, as Ben Carson sug-
gested, toward health savings ac-
counts, encouraging those higher 
deductibles with cash to take care of 
the difference. There are all kinds of 

great solutions. Many of us have them. 
We just need to repeal ObamaCare for 
the good of America. 

And it is deeply saddening to know 
that our government is not even warn-
ing people about going on ObamaCare, 
that when they enter their personal in-
formation, it is subject to being stolen 
by identity thieves and may put them 
in great personal identity quandaries 
and difficulties legally. So I bring that 
up because somebody needs to warn 
people about the problems of reg-
istering with the ObamaCare Web site, 
if they can get through. 

My hope and prayer is that we will do 
the right thing by America. We will get 
back to acting within the Constitution. 
And friends like our leader, who spoke 
moments ago, expressing profound ig-
norance of what has gone on here on 
the floor, as he has stated that we had 
PAUL RYAN and many other Repub-
licans voting for the government not to 
pay its bills. 

There is no Republican I know of 
that has voted that way. Apparently, 
he has paid more attention to main-
stream media that has misrepresented 
the truth than he has to what has actu-
ally gone on here. No Republicans 
voted for America not to pay its bills. 
In fact, Republicans are the ones who 
voted repeatedly to compromise before 
the shutdown. 

But HARRY REID had it in his mind 
that if there were a shutdown, if he 
could refuse to compromise on any-
thing, force a shutdown, then Ameri-
cans would get misrepresentations as 
to what occurred. They would blame 
the Republicans, and then they would 
get the majority back here in the 
House next year. 

But a funny thing happened on the 
way to that plan. Many people are 
starting to find out: wait a minute, Re-
publicans compromised repeatedly. 
HARRY REID is the one that wouldn’t 
bring a compromise to the floor, 
wouldn’t even allow negotiations to 
occur with a conference committee. 
And then people are finding out why 
Republicans were so concerned about 
ObamaCare, because it is a disaster. It 
is affecting people’s ability to get the 
health care they need. 

It is so grossly unfair. It is putting 
people at risk. It is time to stop the 
figurative bleeding of America and re-
peal ObamaCare. 

And with that, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on November 14, 2013, she 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval the fol-
lowing bill. 

H.R. 2747. To amend title 40, United States 
Code, to transfer certain functions from the 
Government Accountability Office to the De-
partment of Labor relating to the processing 
of claims for the payment of workers who 
were not paid appropriate wages under cer-
tain provisions of such title. 
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